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Limitations & Next Steps

1.
Diverse Representation in
Children’s Book Collections

Mirrors

Sliding Glass
Doors

When Aidan Became
a Brother, Kyle Lukoff,
2019

Jacob’s Room to Choose,
Ian Hoffman and Sarah
Hoffman, 2019

“Books are sometimes
windows, offering
views of worlds that
may be real or
imagined, familiar or
strange.”
(Bishop, 1990)
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Diversity Audits & Picture Books
“Diversity audits cast light on the homogeneity
embedded within library collections, providing
data that identiﬁes gaps in representations of
race, gender, sexual orientation, ability, and other
traditionally marginalized perspectives”
(Mortensen, 2019, p. 28).
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“
...Even when selected titles are free of
stereotypes and misinformation, a collection
can send messages that might not be what
those who share books with children intend...
(Aronson et al., 2018, p. 168)
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LGBTQIA+ Representation
●
The True Adventures of Esther the
Wonder Pig, Steve Jenkins, Derek
Walter, & Caprice Crane, 2018

●
●
●

Changing depictions of gender-nonconformity and
increased representation of transgender children (Malcolm
& Sheahan, 2019)
“Coming out” vs. “normativity” narratives in picture books
featuring transgender characters (Capuzza, 2020)
“Rainbow families” books as a growing sub-genre
(Hedberg et al., 2020)
Continued homonormative representation of the LGBTQIA+
community (Taylor, 2012; Miller, 2019)

Pride Colors, Robin Stevenson, 2019
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Intersectionality
Harriet Gets Carried
Away, Jessie Sima, 2018

Intersectionality explores the “different dimensions of
identity” and range of inequality and marginality that
result from the “dislocation from multiple centers of
power” (Alper et al., 2016, p. 108).
Recent research suggests that Common Core book
exemplars that are often utilized in the classroom lack
representation of intersectionality (Gomez-Najarro,
2020).

My Footprints, Bao Phi, 2019
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2.
A New Rubric and Glossary of Terms

Visibility in Catalogs
Highly visible

Poorly visible / Invisible
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Resources for Finding
LGBTQIA+ Representation
in Picture Books
Rainbow Book List
Cooperative Children's
Book Center
(University of
Wisconsin-Madison)

Diverse BookFinder
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Sources we drew from in developing a rubric for
LGBTQIA+ representation in picture books
● Diverse Book Finder - https://diversebookﬁnder.org/
● Aronson, Callahan, & O’Brien, (2018), “Messages Matter:
Investigating the Thematic Content of Picture Books Portraying
Underrepresented Racial and Cultural Groups”, Sociological
Forum, 33(1)
● A literature review regarding diverse representation, especially
of LGBTQIA+ characters and themes, in children’s literature
● Our experience reading and analyzing the sample of books
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Diverse
BookFinder
Themes

Any Child
Beautiful Life
Biography
Cross-Group: Relationships Across Difference
Folklore
Incidental: Ensemble or Background Characters
Informational: Factual Content
Oppression & Resilience
Concepts: Examining Differences and Commonalities
15

Iterative development of rubric
● We began by reviewing the DBF rubric categories and
making initial revisions.
● We read a subsample of picture books, applying the
rubric
● We then met to discuss and revise our categories and
descriptions
● We repeated this process several times, gradually
reﬁning the rubric into its present form
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Rainbow Rubric Representation

Diverse BookFinder

Any Child

Any Child

Beautiful Life: A Focus on Identity

Beautiful Life: A Focus on Identity

Biography

Biography

Coming Out

Cross-Group: Relationships Across Difference

Community

Folklore

Incidental

Incidental: Ensemble or Background Characters

Informational: Factual Content

Informational: Factual Content

Resilience

Oppression & Resilience

Concepts: Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity

Concepts: Examining Differences and Commonalities
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Rainbow Rubric Representation

Diverse BookFinder

Any Child

Any Child

Beautiful Life: A Focus on Identity

Beautiful Life: A Focus on Identity

Biography

Biography

Coming Out

Cross-Group: Relationships Across Difference

Community

Folklore

Incidental

Incidental: Ensemble or Background Characters

Informational: Factual Content

Informational: Factual Content

Resilience

Oppression & Resilience

Concepts: Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity

Concepts: Examining Differences and Commonalities
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Rainbow Book List
37 Titles

6

Picture books
published in
2018-2020 that were
labeled as
representing
LGBTQIA+ characters

17

10
28
CCBC
70 Titles

15

4

27

Diverse BookFinder
56 Titles
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Building an LGBTQIA+ Glossary
● LGBTQIA+ acronym: prevalent in scholarly literature
and inclusive of the range of identities we wanted to
examine
● Glossary for labeling identities and orientations drew
from three sources:
○
○
○

GLAAD’s Media Reference Guide (11th edition)
The Human Rights Campaign’s Glossary of Terms
The National LGBT Health Education Center’s
Glossary of LGBT Terms for Health Care Teams (2020)
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An ABC of Equality, Chana
Ginelle Ewing, 2019

When Aidan Became a Brother
●

2020 Stonewall Book Award
winner

●

#OwnVoices regarding transgender
identity of primary character

●

Summary: A young transgender
boy helps his parents prepare for
the birth of a new sibling.
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A Beautiful Life Narrative
●

Aidan’s identity as a transgender
boy is central to the narrative

●

Aidan’s everyday experience as a
trans boy in a loving, supportive
family is depicted as normal and
positive
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A Coming Out Narrative
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A Resilience Narrative
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Other Gender Identities & Sexual Orientations
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When Aidan Became a Brother
●

Initial survey (February 2021)

Beautiful Life
Coming Out

Transgender
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When Aidan Became a Brother
●

Resurvey (July 2021)

Beautiful Life
Coming Out
Resilience
Transgender
Lesbian
Gender nonconforming
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3.
Trends in LGBTQIA+ Representation

What We Found: Identity and Orientation
●

●
●

●

Representation is diverse, roughly
divided between gender identities
and sexual orientations
Within orientation, broad balance
between gay and lesbian characters
The oft-discussed phenomenon of
bi erasure prevails, with sparse
representation of bisexual identity
Within gender identity, more
representation of characters who
are gender non-conforming than
transgender, genderqueer, or
nonbinary characters, but all of
these identities are present
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What We Found: Identity and Orientation

●

Representation of multiple
LGBTQIA+ identities and/or
orientations was surprisingly
common

●

Some of the books providing the
widest array of representations
were for the youngest audiences:
both An ABC of Equality and The
GayBCs depicted nine different
identities and orientations.

30

What We Found: Identity and Orientation
The representation of one glossary identity was totally absent in our
sample:
○ Two-Spirit
Four identities/orientations only appeared once in our sample:
○
○
○
○

Agender
Asexual
Polyamorous
Questioning
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What We Found: Categories
● Diverse representation
of categories
● Smaller representation
of Coming Out and
Concept books
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Intersectionality

How we asked these questions
● Are any characters who are part of the LGBTQIA+
community also BIPOC?
● Are any characters who are part of the LGBTQIA+
community also depicted as having a disability as deﬁned
in IDEA, Section 300.8?
It Feels Good to Be
Yourself, Theresa
Thorn, 2019

Why we asked these questions
● An interest in tracking representation along multiple axes
● A desire to build towards more holistic approaches to
diversity audits
33

Intersectionality Statistics
62% of books in the
sample depicted
LGBTQIA+ characters
as racial/ethnic
minorities (67 of 108)
● 9% of books in the
sample depicted
LGBTQIA+ characters
with one or more
disabilities (10 of 108)
●
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4.
LGBTQIA+ Terminology Analysis

Evaluating Terminology Used in Professional Reviews
Are reviewers referring to LGBTQIA+
identities in reviews? How? When?

Identities & Example Terminology

● Five review publications
● Searched reviews for speciﬁc
LGBTQIA+ terminology
● Used RR Rubric Identities (except
LGBTQ Metaphor and
Questioning)

Agender: agender, genderless

Non-binary: non-binary,
nonbinary, enby

Aromantic: aro, aromantic

Pansexual: pan, pansexual

Asexual: ace, asexual

Polyamorous: poly, polyam,
polyamourous

Bisexual: bi, bisexual

Queer: queer, LGBTQ*,
indigiqueer,

Gay: gay

Transgender: trans, transgender

Intersex: intersex, middlesex

Two Spirit: two spirit, two-spirit

Lesbian: lesbian
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RR Rubric Books & Professional Reviews
77% of RR Rubric books had at
least one professional review.
52% of reviewed books (or 40% of
the total) used queer terminology.
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RR Rubric Identities & Reviews
●

Reviews heavily relied on general LGBTQ
terminology.

●

Reviews referred to lesbian characters at a
much lower rate than gay characters
although representation in books was
similar.

●

Most accurately labeled identities for
reviews were intersex (100%), transgender
(64%), and non-binary (63%).

●

No review labels for agender, aromantic,
gender non-conforming, gender-queer,
polyamorous, and two-spirit.
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RR Rubric Categories & Reviews
●

Reviews were more likely to use
LGBTQIA+ terminology for Resilience
and Biography books.

●

Although Incidental was the largest
category for the RR Rubric study,
reviews of these books included the
least amount of LGBTQIA+
terminology

●

Reviews appear to be focusing on
using LGBTQIA+ labels when the
identity plays a larger role in the
story.
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Differences Between Identities

40

What does all of this tell us?
● Can’t rely on reviewers to identify all queer representation/nuance in
books (limited word count).
● Shows importance of resources like the Diverse Bookﬁnder and
Rainbow Representation Rubric.
● Individuals still need to be reviewing materials with a critical eye and
understand the range of representation out there.
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5.
Collection Development Tools

Rainbow Representation Rubric Libguide

Visit our Rainbow Representation Rubric
libguide to ﬁnd our rubrics and tools.
https://research.ewu.edu/
rainbowrepresentation
Bit.ly: https://bit.ly/2UJw01L
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Using the RRR Spreadsheet to Audit

●

●
●

●

Download and open
the Audit
Spreadsheet
Search your catalog
for the ﬁrst title.
If the title is in your
collection, move to
the next row.
If the title is NOT in
your catalog, delete
the entire row.
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Using the RRR Spreadsheet to Audit
●

●

●

At the bottom of the
spreadsheet, you’ll see
a series of charts
The charts on the left,
labeled “YOUR
categories”, etc., are
updated automatically
as you delete rows
The charts on the right,
labeled “ALL
categories”, etc., remain
static, displaying
information from the
complete list on the
spreadsheet’s second
page
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Using Zotero to Increase LGBTQIA+ Representation

Open up the Rainbow Representation Picture Books collection in Zotero.
https://www.zotero.org/groups/3384492/rainbow_representation_picture_books/library
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Using Zotero to Increase LGBTQIA+ Representation

●

●

Use the ﬁlters in the left
column to ﬁnd speciﬁc
categories, gender identities
and/or sexual orientations,
and intersectionality.
Select a title to ﬁnd
summaries, publication
information, links to
Worldcat, award
information, and links to
Diverse BookFinder and
CCBC.

47

Using Glide to Increase and
Understand LGBTQIA+
Representation
Open up the Rainbow Representation
Picture Books collection in Glide by
using the link or QR code below.
https://grand-trains-2180.glideapp.io/
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Using Glide to Increase and
Understand LGBTQIA+
Representation
Search for speciﬁc titles to explore
representation, ﬁnd author and
publication information, and locate a
WorldCat link.
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6.
Limitations & Next Steps

Analyzing LGBTQIA+ Representation
Using Existing Resources
Successes

Challenges

●

Flexible and descriptive
categories

●

Inability to extend earlier
than 2018 with CCBC

●

Relative ease in building a
broad book sample

●

Assigning represented
identities

●

Meaningful insights into
LGBTQIA+ representation
in picture books

Julián at the
Wedding, Jessica
Love, 2020

My Rainbow, Trinity
Neal & Deshanna
Neal, 2020
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Next Steps in Our Research
●

Extend our analysis to a broader sample

●

Expand terminology review to include WorldCat records

●

Move beyond picture books to explore LGBTQIA+
representation in other children’s and young adult books
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Thanks!
Any questions?
You can ﬁnd us at:
Alicia G. Vaandering
avaandering@uri.edu
James Rosenzweig
jrosenzweig@ewu.edu
Amanda Melilli
amanda.melilli@unlv.edu
53

References
Alper, M., Katz, V.S., & Clark, L.S. (2016). Researching children, intersectionality, and diversity in the digital age.
Journal of Children and Media, 10(1), 107-114. https://doi.org/10.1080/17482798.2015.1121886
Aronson, K.M., Callahan, B.D., & O'Brien, A.S. (2018). Messages matter: Investigating the thematic content of picture
books portraying underrepresented racial and cultural groups. Sociological Forum, 33(1), 165-185.
https://doi.org/10.1111/socf.12404
Bishop, R.S. (1990). Mirrors, windows, and sliding glass doors. In H. Moir, M. Cain, & L. Prosak-Beres (Eds.), Collected
perspectives: Choosing and using books for the classroom (ix-xi). Christopher-Gordon Publishers.
Capuzza, J. C. (2020). “T” is for “transgender”: An analysis of children’s picture books featuring transgender
protagonists and narrators. Journal of Children and Media, 14(3), 324-342.
https://doi.org/10.1080/17482798.2019.1705866
Gomez‐Najarro, J. (2020). Children’s intersecting identities matter: Beyond rabbits and princesses in the Common Core
book exemplars. Children’s Literature in Education, 51, 392-410. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10583-019-09390-9

54

References
Hedberg, L., Venzo, P., & Young, H. (2020). Mums, dads and the kids: Representations of rainbow families in children’s
picture books. Journal of LGBT Youth. https://doi.org/10.1080/19361653.2020.1779164
Malcolm, N.L., & Sheahan, N. (2019). From William’s Doll to Jacob’s New Dress: The depiction of gender
non-conforming boys in children’s picture books From 1972 to 2014. Journal of Homosexuality, 66(7),
914-936. https://doi.org/10.1080/00918369.2018.1484635
Miller, J. (2017). A little queer: Ambivalence and the work of gender play in children's literature. In C. D. Reinhard & C.
J. Olson (Eds.), Heroes, heroines, and everything in between: Challenging gender and sexuality stereotypes in
children's entertainment media (pp. 35-50). Lexington Books.
Mortensen, A. (2019). Measuring diversity in the collection: A collection diversity audit is a crucial tool for libraries to
assess their offerings. Starting small makes it manageable. Library Journal, 144(4), 28-30.
Taylor, N. (2012). U.S. children's picture books and the homonormative subject. Journal of LGBT Youth, 9(2), 136-152.
https://doi.org/10.1080/19361653.2011.649646

55

Free templates for all your presentation needs

For PowerPoint and
Google Slides

100% free for personal
or commercial use

Ready to use,
professional and
customizable
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Blow your audience
away with attractive
visuals

